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," says

Daniel Hauben,” are the layers, the
sense of history, and the surprising
juxtapositions. As a painter, | have the
rare opportunity to step back for a
moment and take it all in.”



subway trains. “I'm a landscape painter,” Hauben says. “It just so
happens that my landscapes are encrusted with the Bronx."”

Life in plein air can be challenging, but Hauben enjoys the reactions and
comments from passershy. “People in the Bronx have no sense of
personal space,” he says. “They're always getting between me and my
canvas.” Hauben also fields a lot of requests from strangers to be
included in his pictures.

Hauben finds a plethora of themes worth exploring in the urban landscape
of the Bronx. There is the age-old dichotomy of man versus nature, as
well as more contemporary concerns about the global impact of cities and
humanity's role as careful steward of the natural world. “What |
love about cities,” says Hauben, “are the layers, the sense of history, and
the surprising juxtapositions. As a painter, | have the rare opportunity to

|
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step back for a moment and take it all in.” L

Loura's Hardware by Daniel Hauben, oll on canvas

ART IMITATING LIFE

by Maria Desiderata Montana

Mew York City—perhaps the world’s most well known urban canvas—is home to
many galleries that showcase gritty art and cityscapes from talented,
opinionated urban artists. Urban art is a medium for artists to "interpret the
sacial, political, cultural, econemic and city environment,” says James Cavello,
co-owner of Westwood Gallery. *There is a unique energy in Mew York City, an
ongoing heartbeat that emanates through local artists’ work.”

One such example is Wulf Trew, originally fram East Berlin. "He is influenced by
his memaories of living in a political state, yet at the time he was a young person
who wanted to be free of the constraints and expectations in his life,” Cavello
says. “Mow he lives in a Haitian neighberhood in Miami and enjoys
the freadom to create works inspired by people he has met, life
experience and contemplations regarding morality, money, fazhion, politics, sex,
war and philosophy.”

Treu's art goes beyond paint and canvas and is inspired by throw-away items,
including pieces of wood, metal, even shipping containers. Lock ne further
than Treu's in-your-face statement, “You are Leaving the American Dream,”
painted on an orange beat-up merge-lane road sign, as an example. "As soon
as he sees these things near a dumpster, he is already visualizing his next
creation,” Cavella says.

Agitation and isclation are driving emeotions behind some of Bryan El Castillo
Dominguez’s work. "He paints emotionally charged and edgy self-portraits and
images of people he meets," Cavello says. A recent painting by Dominguez,
“Under a Fractured Sky,” shows a splintered self-portrait of a confused young
man, surrounded by tall buildings elosing in on him. "It is a reflection of emotion,
the city, loneliness and other intangible aspects,” Cavello says. “This work shows
an artist’s ability to go beyond the representational, into the subconscious and
surreal.”

Cavello believes that people are attracted to urban art because it reflects life.
“Specific artwork encourages a person to contemplate life, love, happiness,
sadness, pain, glory and the range of emotion in current culture,” he says.

Check it out at:

Westwood Gallery

568 Broadway, Suite #3501
212.925.5700
www.westwoodgallery.com
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