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Painter Daniel Hauben, at his stwdlo in Riverdale, was commissioned to dn 22 pieces for library Imlldinn at Bronx Community College. Photo by Viorel Florescu

It’s his art school

Local painter captures Bronx in large-scale BCC project

BY TANYANIKA SAMUELS
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
SOON, STUDENTS and faculty
walking into the new North Hall
and Library at Bronx Community
College will be greeted by some

spectacular and familiar views.

The two large-scale paintings —
one offering sweeping views of
the Harlem River Valley, the oth-
er showing Bronx vistas from in-
side the campus’ Hall of Fame col-
onnade — are the work of local art-
ist Daniel Hauben.

The 10-foot-wide canvases are
just two of the 22 pieces created
by Hauben to be installed in the
new building.

“To me, the basis of all educa-
tion is inspiration,” he said.
“Hopefully, when people see the
artwork, they will be inspired.”

The new building, designed by
Robert A.M. Stern Architects to
complement the campus’ existing
look, isto be dedicated this fall.

The three-story, $102 million,
98,000-square-foot edifice will
house 15 classrooms and a cafe
on the first floor; a two-story infor-
mation commons ringed by a bal-
cony, group-study rooms and
lounge seating on the second
floor; book stacks and faculty of-
fices on the third floor.

Hauben, 55, of Kingsbridge,
was awarded the commission in
spring 2008, David Taylor, a dean
at the community college, was a
part of the selection committee.

“We all felt that Daniel's work
captured the essence of the com-
munity,” Taylor said. “He had a
style that was warm and enlight-
ening and it just screamed the
Bronx.”

Ruth Bass, who heads the art
and music department, got a re-
cent sneak peek at the finished
works.

“He’s a wonderful painter,”
she said. “1 was thrilled with the
selections and I think everyone
willloveit.”

An award-winning  artist,
Hauben has exhibited in more
than 30 solo shows. He also teach-
es art at City College and the
RiverdaleY.

Hauben’swork can be foundin
public and private collections
from the White House to the
New-York Historical Society in
Manhattan. The Bronx Commu-
nity College project is his largest
commissionyet.

While the two large canvases
willsit atop the main stairwell, the
remaining 20 works will hang on
the balcony overlooking the read-
ingroom on the second floor.

The oil paintings capture vari-
ous scenes from all over the bor-
ough, from rooftops to Yankee
Stadium to scenes of campuslife.

These canvases — which mea-
sure 1!/ feet by 5 feet — are elabo-
rate, colorful and full of detail.

“I didn’t want it to be one of
these things that just meld into the

background,” Hauben said, “so
there are moments of pure color
thatpop out.”

In one piece titled “Mango
Vendor,” a street vendor sets up
shop along Westchester Ave.,
with the elevated subway track
trailing off overhead. Long stalks
of sugar cane rest against a chain
link fence behind him.

Another piece dubbed “Meis-
ter Hall” captures students read-
ing, walking and chatting outside
the campus building. In one cor-
ner,two young loversembrace.

He's even included a self por-
trait and two pieces featuring his
white cat, Canvas, “for posterity.”

“We go through life not neces-
sarily tuned into where we are,”
Hauben said. “But if you stop to
look the way I do, you find what's
interesting, what's unique, what's
worthy of makingart.”

For more information, wvisit
danielhauben.com.
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