Bronx panorama adorns White House Christmas tree

By Kate Pastor SO
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Local artisl Danlel Hsuben hes
never been one for painting inoned,
white and blue or.adecorating symbols
of mational Impeort.

He's more kkely 1o be found stand-
ing in froat of his ease] in the parking
ot behind the Target store oo Wiest
Z¥th SEreel, of painting the sirec
life on Fordham Rosd and the Grand
Concourse, than hobpobbing with the
Washinglon clite.

Eut his lowe of the Bronx a5 a =ub-

ject for his pantings cauight the eve of
Congressman EEot Engel, wiho chiose
the artisl to reperesent the 176 District
by crenting an ornament for the 2008
White House Christmas Troe. It now
hiangs on the 20-fsat-tall indoor tree in
the Bluc Rooem.

"The wlkobe idea of patrictic arl or
womelling Bke that B 6ol 8 concept
with which [ have evier worked,” said
Mr. Hauben, =0 he st ool to tackle the
comenizsdon in hix owmn style,

He ignored Taum Bush's theme of
fed, whibe and Bl for the trees’ orna:
ments, choosing, bstead, jusl o pay

hosmage o his native borough.

*The Bronx ks In The House™ i=
how he anpouncsd the honer i a
press release, amdd the ornament bhe
creatéd was modeled after an eardier
pagnding of hiw, of the view [rom behind
Tamgel — one of his favorite Brosx
locales, overdooking the elevated train
iracka, the tops of Bulldings with (i
protrisding - smokestacks, the Harlem
Biver amd U8 bridees, the Manlsd-
t=n skyline, the trecs and the Gould
Memorial Library dome on the Bross
Commiunity College Campus

The Bromy terrain, & mix of urban

and pastoral elements that Mr. Haoben
fimds hard to resist, is oftien misunder-
gtood, he =aid, snd making the orna
meent was-nn opportunity  give the
bty of the borouigh o plsce ona
national stage,

% Hauben remsembers that when
hie was & stadeat 83 the School for
Visaal Arts he painied 2 Broox scene
aad his texcher Interpeeted kis palait-
i:h;g as l;l;l;"i.l'lg' infused with a Betional
psstural quadity.

He thought: “Havent these people

(Continued on page H9)

What's online?

Find a link to a
YouTube presentation
of Daniel Hauben's
unique ornament
depicting the
Kingsbridge waterfront
at riverdalepress.com.

Fhaoba by ClasS Papagsiing

DANIEL HALIBEN 15 hard at work on a Bronx streeiscape in his Riverdabe studso

(Continued from page Al)
been past Sitly Street?”

Crver the years, he has cape
teresd the diversity of the Brons
Endacape in soores of of paint.
inge and =0 It followed nala-
rally that when he wis zeked 1o
repredent (he Bronx in Wash.
ington, he would do the same.
"1 just pesinded what | thought
would be represntbbve of
wur disirici — which is whas
[ woald do amyrway,” he sasd
That was tee only White Heuse
roquircmicat he followed.

The plestic ormament. with
a shiny chrome vencor was
delioered o him through the
mias o Aagus] akong with ...
a page of roquirements none of
which | paid any attention 10,”
T sail, “They chose an artesi
Then whnt are ihey gonaa fell
i Wit so do? What lind of
&ril 1o make?”

M. Heuben hod no oualos
shigt vasg his disgléasaine

Daniel Hauben

had no desire to
attend the White
House tree-lighting
ceremony, but

he was happy to
have the chance to
contribute to the
occasion.

wilh the current residents sl
1600 Pennsylvants Ave., and
Ao dewine 0 attemsd the White
House freedighting coremaony
an D, 2, but hve was happy for
the chunee o contribute to the
GRS,

oo 1 el like how many
irmagen of the Brems have ever
buang iocikee White Hearse? [is

s
probably the firsl,” he sakd,
a0 frem  his  Biverdale

sadio in Dogwosd] Chlose, a
micter-romeeburned  workspace
he rentz for o steal, he st
reduced the ball's shine and
then brought oot the talest
brushes in hiz colleciion. He
esizblidicd o routine of paint.
ing & side, pausing to let it dey
und then rotaling the ball to
palnt the next sepment,

The process: mirrored his
cxperionoe ad he warked om
hiz original study for e work
ef-plei-air in the Tangel park.
ing kot Each time the sen sed,
hie would have to go home and
wanl uintil dawn broke AiEEin.

My, Heuben s the borough's
mosl prolific painter of stroct
weenes and cibyecapes and s an
elght-ime winner of the Bronx
Becognizes [is Own Award
e the Brons Councll on the
Arte



