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Painters Bloom at Garden

Kids, parents,
pals create a
garden mural |

By Eric Gamalinda

OR YEARS THE Ruth Rea |}

Howell Family Garden, a 1.5-
acre space enclosed by four-foot
high walls at the New York Bo-

tanical Garden in the Bronx, has host- [

ed gardening projects for local commu-
nities. These projects naturally came
and went with the seasons.

“We wanted something that would
stay year-round and told the story of
this garden,” said Catherine Eberback,
manager of the Children’s Adventure
Project. The result is a mural designed
by Bronx-based artist Daniel Hauben,
painted on one section of the garden
wall by about 50 kids aged 8 to 18, their
parents, several volunteers — and a
handful of graffiti taggers.

Entitled “‘Global Garden,”

was commissioned by the Botanical

Gardens through the Manhattan-based [

City Arts Inc., an organization that cre-
ates public art in cooperation with local
community residents. Many of their
projects have involved street children
and homeless people. Aside from the
Family Garden project, it has also re-
cently commissioned a mural in Red
Hook, Brooklyn.

For the Bronx mural, Hauben taught §

the participants the entire creative pro-
cess — an experience he found both
gratifying and frustrating. The mural,
in fact, drew so much attention in the
community that soon parents were
helping their children paint. Initially
overwhelmed by the stream of people
coming and going-to paint the wall, he
recalls, ““The kids loved the whole
thing. It was enough for them to have a
memory, to see what it’s like to have a
big project and be a part of it.”

The final art depicts a garden scene
using actual workers in the
garden as models, stylized fo-
liage and even an underground
section. To prepare his stu-
dents, Hauben took them to
the Museum of Natural Histo-
ry to do sketches and research.

“Danny was able to draw the
kids into the creative process,
and that’s the main thing,”
said Tsipi Ben-Haim, executive
director of City Arts. “To bring out
their ideas and show them how to put it
in a professional way was beautiful. He
succeeded in being the mother and fa-
ther to them.”

the mural §

Chris Rubino, 8, examines Global Garden mural that he helped paint at Family Garden.

Hauben, 38, was selected based on
his experience with similar projects.
Born and raised in the Bronx, he was
an arts instructor for the Bronx Re-
gional High School for six years and
taught stage design to “‘hardcore kids”
at the New York Repertory Company

School in Manhattan last year. A recipi-
ent of the Brio Award from the Bronx
Council on the Arts and fellowships to
the Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts, as well as an exchange residency

in Germany in 1989, his own work re-
veals a deep affinity not only with the
landscape of the Bronx but also with its
people — often homeless, aged, or dis-
advantaged, but never without a sense
of pride.

One thing he or the organizers never

‘We wanted something that would stay year-round
and told the story of this garden.’

— Catherine Eberback, manager, Children’s Adventure Project

expected was for the garden project to
bring so many children and their par-
ents closer. “The kids found out for the
first time that their mothers were also
talented. And it gave them a lot of pride
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and inspiration,” Ben-Haim said.

Joanne Rubino, a teacher, brought
two sons, Christopher, aged 9, and
Joey, aged 11. “Both kids love to draw,
so we said let's get associated with it,
and it was wonderful.”

Christopher, who first came to the
garden as a baby when his par-
ents participated in previous
projects, painted some of the
leaves and now does a series of
crayon drawings of nature on
his own. He says he “learned a
lot”” from the experience.
Asked what it was like to work
with a pro, he summed it up in
a word: “Cool!”

For information on the Fam-
ily Garden, call the New York Botanical
Garden, (718) 861-8637. For City Arts
Inc., call Tsipi Ben-Haim, (212) 966-
0377.m

Eric Gamalinda is a free-lance writer.
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